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 Linguistic data and language comparison in light of 
the ‘quantitative turn’ and ‘big data’ 

May 7-9 2025, University of Bern 

 

Program (final version) 
 

All talks take place in Room 220 (2nd floor) at Mittelstrasse 43, 3012 Bern. 

 

 

Wednesday, May 7th 

13:00-
13:20 Opening and welcome 

13:20-
14:20 

Session 1: Data from and in documentation and ethnography 
Chair: Sandra Auderset 

13:20-13:40 
Adam J.R. Tallman (Friedrich-Schiller-University Jena), Lorena 
Córdoba (CONICET) & Diego Villar (CONICET): The data 
structures of multilingual sociolinguistic documentation 

13:40-14:00 
 

Jocelyn Aznar (University of Bern & University of Zurich): 
Bazabaza:Lex: Bridging the Ethnographic aspects of Oral 
Language Lexicography to the resulting Language Resources 

14:00-14:20 Discussion 

 Short break 

14:30-
15:20 

Keynote: Giorgia Troiani (Nazarbayev University): Extending context: 
conversational data and the analysis of low-resource languages 

15:20-
16:00 Coffee & Tea Break 
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16:00-
17:20 

Session 2: Corpus annotation, methods, and theoretical claims 
Chair: Jonathan Reich 

16:00-16:20 

Katya Aplonova (CNRS-LLACAN, INALCO), Tatiana Nikitina 
(CNRS-LACITO) & Denys Teptiuk (University of Tartu): Enriching 
previously annotated data: annotating narrative events in the 
Discourse Reporting corpus 

16:20-16:40 Amanda Kann (Stockholm University): Do we need big data for 
reliable extraction of word order typology? 

16:40-17:00 
Guido M. Linders (University of Zurich) & Stefan Schnell 
(University of Zurich): Evaluating theoretical claims against 
multilingual corpus data using machine learning 

17:00-17:20 Discussion 
 

17:30 Apéro at the Department of Linguistics (Länggassstrasse 49, 1st floor 

 

 

Thursday, May 8th 

09:30-
10:50 

Session 3: Typological models and methodologies 
Chair: Frederic Blum 

09:30-09:50 Miri Mertner (University of Tübingen): Missing data and bias 
mitigation in linguistic typology 

09:50-10:10 

Caterina Mauri (University of Bologna), Andrea Sansò (University 
of Insubria), Silvia Ballarè (University of Bologna) & Ludovica 
Pannito (University of Bologna): How literacy shapes grammar: 
quantitative insights and methodological challenges of a typological 
approach 

10:10-10:30 
Aymeric Collart (Academia Sinica): In the clouds and on the 
ground: Taiwan as a laboratory to expand the typological pool of 
psycholinguistic research) 

10:30-10:50 Discussion 

10:50-
11:20 Coffee & Tea Break 
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11:20-
12:10 

Keynote: Tiago Tresoldi (Independent Researcher): If You Label It, It Will Come: 
How Annotation Might Construct the Patterns We Expect 

12:10-
14:00 Lunch at the Department of Linguistics (Länggassstrasse 49, 1st floor) 

14:00-
15:20 

Session 4: Diachronic models and methods 
Chair: Olesya Khanina 

14:00-14:20 

Frederic Blum (Max-Planck Institute for Evolutionary 
Anthropology): Synergizing Computer-Assisted Approaches and 
Fieldwork: Cognate Reflex Prediction as Hypothesis Test for 
Geneaological Relations Between Language Families 

14:20-14:40 

Birgit Ricquier (Université libre de Bruxelles): Do we really need 
more Bantu trees? A plea for micro-scale and qualitative 
comparative linguistics on understudied languages for true 
scientific progress 

14:40-15:00 
Tiena Danner (University of Neuchâtel) & Steven Moran (University 
of Neuchâtel, University of Miami, University of Zurich): The 
comparative method cannot tell us how languages evolve 

15:00-15:20 Discussion 

15:20-
15:50 Coffee & Tea Break 

15:50-
17:10 

Session 5: Diachronic case studies and implications 
Chair: Linda Konnerth 

15:50-16:10 Sarah Babinski (University of Zurich): Archival phonetics, typology, 
and change: Lexical stress in Australian languages 

16:10-16:30 Charlotte Hemmings (University of Oxford): Investigating 
Diachronic Change in Enggano 

16:30-16:50 
Natalia Kuznetsova (Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore): Why 
rare phenomena are so typical of small indigenous languages: 
“frozen” sound changes in the endangered Finnic varieties of Ingria 

16:50-17:10 Discussion 
 

19:00 Conference Dinner at Tulsi (Freiestrasse 65, for registered participants) 

https://www.tulsi-bern.ch/
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Friday, May 9th 

09:30-
10:50 

Session 6: Database design and implications 
Chair: Giorgia Troiani 

09:30-09:50 
Ian Joo (Otaru University of Commerce): What we can do with 
Phonotacticon: Testing universal phonotactic restrictions and large-
scale areal patterns 

09:50-10:10 
Shu-Chuan Tseng (Academia Sinica), Stacy Fang-ching Teng 
(Academia Sinica) & Chiou-rung Lu (Academia Sinica): 
SinicaLingoNet Formosan: A morpheme-based database 

10:10-10:30 Olesya Khanina (University of Helsinki): Towards a diachronic 
database: phonological and morphological changes in Uralic 

10:30-10:50 Discussion 

10:50-
11:20 Coffee & Tea Break 

11:20-
12:40 

Session 7: Digitalization, reproducibility, and reuse 
Chair: Jocelyn Aznar 

11:20-11:40 Arne Rubehn (University of Passau): Improving Digitization Efforts 
in Comparative Linguistics 

11:40-12:00 Christa Schneider (University of Bern): Unlocking Historical 
Linguistic Data with Machine Learning: Insights and Challenges 

12:00-12:20 Naomi Peck (University of Freiburg): Use, reuse, redistribute: an 
initial assessment of Open Data practices in typology 

12:20-12:40 Discussion 

12:40-
13:00 Closing & Final discussion 

 

 

 

 

This workshop is supported by the Fund for the Promotion of Young Researchers and the 
Department of Linguistics at the University of Bern. 

https://www.unibe.ch/research/funding_and_prizes/unibe_funding_schemes/promotion_fund/index_eng.html
https://www.isw.unibe.ch/index_eng.html

